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Sometimes, It Depends on
How You Look at Something
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The Problem as We See it Today

. (THE PROBLEM 14 THAT HUMAN ACTIVITY)
RELEASES 35 GIGATONS OF CARBON
3 < DIOXIDE INTO THE AIR EACH YEAR

! AND THE EARTH CAN ONLY ABSORB 20 GIGATONS

\ , A YEAR, ANU THERE 14 NOTHING WE CAN DO ABOUT THE 15
GIGATONS OF NEW £O2 UNLESS WE DRAMATICALLY CURTAIL HUMAN
EMISSIONS OR ACTIVITY THROUGH CARBON TAXES, RENEWABLES,
| ELECTRIC CARS, BETTER BEHAVED COWS, NEW TECHNOLOGIES, ETC |
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The Math of Old Thinking

(in GtCQ)

Human Emissions

Natural Absorption

37

(19)

Net Increase

18




Difficult Imbalance to Overcome

Behavioral Change
Conservation Technology

Income Growth
Population Growth

Emissions Balancec

(% in millions) 1988 (IPCC 1) 2017 (IPCC 5) 2040 (estimated)
Global Data
GDP (Current US$ trillions) $19.2 $80.7 $207.0
Population (billions) 5.1 7.5 9.2
Annual CO2 Emissions (GtCO2) 21.8 36.8 20.0

\
Emissions / Person I 4.3 4.9 2.2 1



We Needo Reframdahe Problem



